
 

 



 

 

Industry Overview 

The candle manufacturing industry is a dynamic segment within the home decor and wellness 

markets, driven by consumer demand for candles for various purposes, including ambiance 

creation, religious ceremonies, aromatherapy, and gifting. With the rising popularity of home 

fragrances and self-care trends, the candle market is expected to grow significantly. 

The global candle market was valued at approximately USD 8.4 billion in 2023 and is 

projected to grow at a CAGR of 6.5% from 2024 to 2030. Emerging markets, including 

India, are contributing significantly to this growth due to increasing disposable incomes and a 

shift in consumer preferences toward premium and artisanal candles. 

 

Candle Manufacturing Processes 

Candle production involves various methods depending on the scale of manufacturing, the 

type of candles being produced, and the raw materials used. Below are the key manufacturing 

processes: 

1. Molding Process 

 Overview: This is the most common method for producing candles, particularly pillar 

and novelty candles. 

 Steps:  

o Melt wax in a controlled heating system. 

o Pour the melted wax into pre-designed molds. 

o Insert a wick into the center of the mold before or after pouring the wax. 

o Allow the wax to cool and solidify before removing the candle from the mold. 

 Advantages: High precision in shape and design; suitable for artisanal and decorative 

candles. 

 Applications: Used for pillar candles, figurines, and custom-designed candles. 



2. Dipping Process 

 Overview: Traditional method for producing taper candles. 

 Steps:  

o Dip wicks repeatedly into a vat of melted wax. 

o Allow the wax to cool slightly between dips to build up layers. 

o Trim and finish the candles to the desired length and thickness. 

 Advantages: Simple process; ideal for smaller-scale production. 

 Applications: Used for taper and thin decorative candles. 

3. Extrusion Process 

 Overview: Industrial method used for mass production of candles. 

 Steps:  

o Melt wax and mix it with additives. 

o Force the wax mixture through an extrusion machine to create long, 

continuous candle forms. 

o Cut the extruded wax into desired lengths and insert wicks. 

 Advantages: High-speed production; suitable for large-scale manufacturing. 

 Applications: Used for stick candles and standard cylindrical candles. 

4. Pressing Process 

 Overview: Used for making tea lights and votive candles. 

 Steps:  

o Compress powdered wax or wax granules into molds under high pressure. 

o Insert wicks into the pressed candles. 

 Advantages: Fast and efficient; minimal waste. 

 Applications: Used for small-sized candles like tea lights. 

5. Pouring Process 

 Overview: Common for jar candles and container candles. 

 Steps:  

o Melt wax and mix it with fragrances, dyes, or essential oils. 

o Pour the melted wax into containers pre-fitted with wicks. 



o Allow the wax to cool and solidify. 

 Advantages: Ideal for scented candles; easy to customize. 

 Applications: Used for jar, container, and gel candles. 

6. Rolling Process 

 Overview: Typically used for handmade or beeswax candles. 

 Steps:  

o Roll sheets of wax around a wick. 

o Trim and shape the candle as needed. 

 Advantages: Requires minimal equipment; suitable for artisanal production. 

 Applications: Used for decorative and eco-friendly candles. 

 

Raw Materials Used 

1. Wax: 

o Paraffin wax (most common) 

o Soy wax (eco-friendly alternative) 

o Beeswax (premium and natural) 

o Palm wax (used for textured finishes) 

o Gel wax (for transparent candles) 

2. Wicks: 

o Cotton wicks 

o Wood wicks (for crackling effect) 

o Metal-core wicks (for stability in large candles) 

3. Additives: 

o Fragrances and essential oils 

o Dyes for coloring 

o Stabilizers to improve burn quality 

4. Containers and Molds: 

o Glass jars 

o Aluminum molds 

o Silicone molds for custom designs 



 

Market Trends 

1. Sustainability Focus: 

o Rising demand for eco-friendly candles made from soy, beeswax, and palm 

wax. 

o Consumers prefer biodegradable packaging and sustainably sourced raw 

materials. 

2. Customization and Artisanal Candles: 

o Growth in demand for handcrafted candles with unique designs, personalized 

messages, and custom fragrances. 

3. Aromatherapy Candles: 

o Increasing popularity of scented candles infused with essential oils for 

relaxation and stress relief. 

4. Technological Advancements: 

o Automation in manufacturing processes for increased efficiency and reduced 

labour costs. 

o Use of 3D printing for creating intricate candle designs. 

5. E-commerce Growth: 

o Online platforms are becoming key sales channels for candles, with consumers 

opting for convenience and a wide variety of options. 

 

Challenges 

1. Raw Material Costs: 

o Fluctuations in the prices of wax, especially paraffin, can impact profitability. 

2. Environmental Concerns: 

o Paraffin wax is a petroleum by-product and faces criticism for its 

environmental impact. 

3. Competition: 

o Intense competition from both large-scale manufacturers and small artisanal 

brands. 



4. Safety Regulations: 

o Compliance with fire safety and labelling standards can be challenging for 

small manufacturers. 

 

Future Outlook 

The candle manufacturing industry is expected to witness steady growth through 2024 and 

beyond, driven by rising consumer demand for decorative and scented candles. Sustainability 

will remain a key focus, with manufacturers shifting toward natural waxes and recyclable 

packaging. Additionally, innovations in design and fragrance will create opportunities for 

premiumization. 

 

Conclusion 

Candle manufacturing is a versatile and evolving industry with significant growth potential. 

By adopting sustainable practices, leveraging automation, and catering to consumer 

preferences for unique and high-quality candles, manufacturers can thrive in this competitive 

market. The integration of artisanal craftsmanship with modern manufacturing techniques 

will further enhance the industry's appeal. 
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